"Who Is First?" 

Text: Matthew 22:37, "You shall love the Lord your G-od with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind." 

In our Scripture this morning we r#ad the u^koi ■u*uLI«juiiiWJ 
narrative* of many of the familiar characters of the Old Testament, and their 
deeds of faith. Men like Abraham, Noah, noses, and all the rest stand out 
as very familiar persons in the realm of faith in God. If we read on in 
this chapter the author cijjes Barak, Samson, Jepthah, David, and others as 
examples that he could have also included. Now if we read the stories of 
these famous Biblical men, we see very distinctly why they stand out. TJte 
answer is all too obvious, and it is faith. 

Faith is a very important ingredient in the life of anyone 
desiring to follow the Lord, Without faith, we cannot do much of anything. 
We are somewhat like the young lady who was home on Christmas vacation from 
college, and who became engrossed in a discussion with a minister. She told 
""him quite frankly that she was unable to believe in the story of Jesus. 
He asked her how she was going to get badk to college, and she replied that 
she was going to fly. 

"Well how will you get to the airport," he asked, "I'll take a taxi from 
downtown;,' she answered. "How will you arrange to get a ticket for the plane?" 
he asked. "I'll call ahead and make reservations," she answered. 
"Now let me get this straight, " the minister said. "First, you will call 
the airport to make reservations, then you will get into a cab on the day 
of departure and drive to the airport, and then you will board the plane." 
The girl assured itefc him this was all correct. "Do you know the girl at the 
ticket counter?" he asked. "No" said the girl. FDo you know the taxi driver?" 
he asked. "No" said the girl again. "Do you know the man who will fly the 
. -\Lane?" he asked. Again, the girl replied no. 

"In other words, you are willing to get in a cab, the driver of which you fio 
not know, and trust him to drive you to the airport. You are going to tfte 
ticket counter to pick up a ticket from a reservations clerk, you have trusted 
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wall have saved a ticket for you. You are going to board a plane the pilot 
of which you do not know and probably will never see, and trust that he will 
get you safely to your destination. And with all of these unknowns in a 
very real situation, you can.Lim**. in, but you say you cannot believe in 
Jesus Christ, even though he has heen written about and spoken of by many, 
many witnesses." 7 >'- f /J S'mwc />»*>S£o 

From this u u»y i i m *l situation we can gather what faith is 
all about. But rather than deal with faith alone this morning, I would like 
to look at another dimension of it. Faith like so many other things has 
more than one facet, and so we must look at it from each facet if we are to 
understand it properly. So with this in mind, let us look at faith from the 
definition that Jesus gives us. 

If we look at the 22nd chapter of Matthew we can find it ex- 
plained vefcy simply there. In this chapter we see that the Pharisees took 
counsel together to see how they could trap Jesus. So they came to Him ask- 
ing T vfayyM'fciM w fc t KMi i i- qMftx t t aw r T r fe mrfc about paying tribute to Caesar. We all 
know Jesus classic answer, "Render to Caesar the things of Caesar, and to 
God the things of God." 

And a little later the Sadducees come to him and they ask him 
a hypothetical question about marriage, after^the resurrection. First of 
all the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection, and sedondly, they 
were merely trying to trick Him. So Jesus knowing their intent, gives them 
a very wise answer. First he tells them there is no marriage in the resur- 
rection. And secondly he tells them that God, is a God of the living, and 
not the dead. Now when Jesus tells the Sadducees this, He is really stating 
that Abraham, Isaac, and Hacoh are not dead, but arecalive somewhere, and Jesu: 
is showing by this that there is life beyond, thus disproving the theory of 
hese learned men. 

And we read that the crowd was astonished at His teaching. 
How, that he has put down the Sadducees, the Pharisees are happy and they 
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want to make points with this wise man, and so they send a lawyer to Him, 
to ask the question, "Which is the great commandment?" And Jesus answers, 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all yotir soul, 
and with all your mind." There is more to this chapter, but what I want to 
sjheak to now is merely this great commandment. 

It is a good paactice to take stock of our lives at periodic 
intervals. Perhaps some of us do this, and perhaps some of us never give 
this a second thought. I believe that in order to see in which direction 
we are headed, it is imperative that from time to time we pause, to look 
back on what we have done and how we have lived, and then to make preparations 
to sfcx either change what has kept us from the right paths, or to amend our 
lives accordingly. 

If I were to ask the question, "How many of us here can say 
that we love the Lord our liod with all our hearts, with all our souls, and 
fith all our minds?" I wonder how many could answer,, "Yes, I have." And if 
you are thinking to yourself right now, that you have done this, ask your- 
self again. And if you still come up with, "Yes, I have," then ask yourself 
again. A|fd if your answer is still yes, then ask it again and afeain until 
you can truthfully answer "NO.", because there is not a one of us here who 
can say truthfully Yes to that question and not stand in the way of God's 
wrath for being a liar. 

How if this sounds pretty strong to you, it should sound 
that way. None of us, ever loves God with all our hearts with all our souls 
and with all our minds. Dr. R.A. Torrey a very noted preacher of some years 
ago once told of a jutHJa^p o ajutxaanLi-aj^c fcg yfrrm minister coming to him and telling 
him of a young man who wanted to be a minister. 
(Illustration of youug man and Dr. Torrey' s questions on loving (iod.) 

And so we could ask the same questions this morning. Have 

any of us put God first in our lives? In our politics, in our businesses, 
in our pleasures, in our joys, in our sorrows? Has He been number 1? 
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Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs, Velma Collins, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
Shari McSride, Brian Kennedy - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 10:00 A.M. 
Prelude Music: "Chanson Matinale" Kramer 

11 Prelude in E" Read 

Silent Prayer 

♦Processional Hymn No, 3S0 "G Zion, haste" 

•Ascription - Choral Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession (In Unison) "In thv great mercy hear us, 
our Father, as we confess our many sins against thee 
and our orethren, for all anger and self-w1llj for 
all use of our strength to heat do^n those who are 
weaker; for every unholy desire and impure thought; 
for the love of money which is the root of evil? for 
hatreds anq prejudices which injure others and corrupt 
our own souls! for little sacrifices on behalf of great 
causes; for placing dependence in ourselves rather than 

IN THEE, FORGIVE US, LORD, THROUGH JeSUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR 

Amen. ■ 

*Kyrie (Choir, Congregation aNo Pastor) 

^Assurance of Pardon - C+tSral Amen 

*Praise 

•Pastor* '0 Lord open our lips. 

•Peofl/: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

•Dgkqlogv / No* 55' 
Scripture/ Lesson; Hebrews II' l-lb 

Hymn No. 252 "Take Thou our minds, dear Lord 11 

Statement of Faith ^Front of Hymnal) 

*GLORTft PATRI 

*Call to Prayer 

"Pastor: The Lord se with you. 
•People: And with thv spirit. 
•Layman: Let us Pray. 
fAVEs and Prayer Response 






Offer i ng 

Offertory : "Med i tat I on" Fays i ng er 

Sals: "Because He Lives" Mrs. Robert Heaton 

Sermon! "WHO IS FIRST?" 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
•Hymn of Dedication No. 25U "Jesus, I live to Thee" 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen 

Organ Pqotluoe: "Maestoso 11 Nolte 

-------- •Cqngregat ion Standing ------- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Weichey in memory of "Parents". 
Serving as Ushers today are: •Wally Feder, Mont 

MacKinney, James Maloney, Steve Vargo. 
Nursery IS provided today by Barbara Vargo and Karen 

Kennedy. 
Deacon and Mrs. Alvin TaIt will represent Council at 

the door today. 
The attendance last Sunday was 228. 
••Hob.pi tali zed: Mrs. Helen Custeao (Maximum care), 

Mrs. Jean Pflugh U3H. 
Our Sincere Sympathy to the Family and Friends of 

Mrs. Alberta (Mae) Weitzel who passed away last Sunday 
Mrs. Mary Vqung will be 7S years of age on July 17, 

this coming Wednesday - Send her A card - 1 know she 

WOULD APPRECIATE IT- She IS NOW A RESIDENT OF 

Sunnyvi ew Home. 
ARC CAMPING (open to anyone IN Church) - Camping fee 

of JU.OO plus license numbers to be in by August 4, 

to Bruce Mc8r|dx*s or Howard BqLamc. 
CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC - July 2^ - Wednesday - 6:00 

Shelter closest swimming pool - ALAMEDA PARK - 

sponsored by the lay llfe anp work committee, 
Rev. & Mrs. Lee Neuhaus ano sons will be in Sutler 

JULV 31 - WEO. - OPEN HOUSE AT G E NE STEPHENSON'S 

from 7-9 P.M. 
The new Tape Ministry for Shut-ins has seem greatly 
received. a good num3er have seen bought for 

MEMORIALS, WHILE OTHERS HAVE SEEN PURCHASED BV 

Families to be placco in the homes of Loved Ones. 
This makes a great Living Memorial which goes on 

AND ON. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Date and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



